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HISTORY

American Missiomary Bssocintion,

Tae AMerICAN MissioNARY ASSOCIATION was form-
ed in September, 1846. Four associations, that had
existed some years previously, were merged in it,
viz.: the * Amistad Committee,” the *Union Mission-
ary Society,” the “ Western Evangelical Missionary
Society,” and the “Committee for the West India
Missions.” We will give the origin and history of
each of these:

THE AMISTAD COMMITTEE.

On the 26th of August, 1839, Lieutenant Gedney,
U. 8. N,, in command of the brig Washington, em-
ployed on the coast survey, boarded a *mysterious
schooner,” called the Amistad, near the shore at Cul-
loden Point, on the east end of Long Island. He found
2 large number of Africans, and two Spaniards, Pedro
Montez and José Ruis, one of whom announced him-



4 HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN

self as the owner of the negroes, and claimed Lieut
Gedney’s protection. The schooner was carried int
the port of New London. After an examination by
Judge Judson, of the United States District Cour,
the Africans were committed for trial, for murder on
the high seas, at the Circuit Court, to be held at
Hartford, September 17th. There were forty-two
in number, viz.: thirty-eight youths and men, three
girls, and one boy. They were all sent to the jai
at New Haven. ‘

When it was ascertained that the negroes were
recently from Africa, and had been illegally bought at
Havana, to be taken to Principe, about three hundred
miles distant, to be enslaved; and that the Africans
had risen upon their enslavers, and recovered their
liberty, much interest was excited in the public mind.
It was seen at once that somebody ought to act for
these strangers. Accordingly, a few friends of free-
dom met at 143 Nassau street, New York, and Messrs.
Simeon S. Jocelyn, Joshua Leavitt, and Lewis Tap-
pan were appointed a Committee to receive doms-
tions, employ counsel, and act in other respects as cir-
cumstances might require. The Committee immedi-
ately announced their appointment, made an appeal |
for funds, and engaged the professional services of |
Messrs. Seth P. Staples, Theodore Sedgwick, I
and Roger S. Baldwin. Native African interpreters
were found on board the British armed brig Buzzard, |
lying in New York harbor. On request of the Com-‘
mittee, Messrs. Leonard Bacon, Henry G. Ludlow,
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and Amos Townsend, Jr., of New Haven, undertook
to secure suitable instruction for these benighted
pagans.

At the Circuit Court, Sept. 18th, Judge Thompson
instructed the grand jury that the courts of the
United States have no jurisdiction in the case, as the
offense (if it was an offense) was committed on board
a Spanish vessel. A vessel sailing under the colors
of any country (said he), is considered as a part of
that country. This is just as if the offense was com-
mitted on land—on the island of Cuba ; and our courts
have no more jurisdiction in the one case than the
other. Judge T. stated that if the offense had been
against the law of nations, the Court could have juris-
diction ; but the killing of the captain of the Amistad
was not a crime against the law of nations. “ Were
the crime piracy, even, it would not be a crime against
the law of nations, connected as it is with the slave
trade.”

The three girls were then brought before the Court
on a writ of Aabeas corpus, and the counsel for the
Africans moved that they be discharged from the cus-
tody of the United States marshal. This was resisted
by the counsel for the Spaniards, and by the U. S.
District Attorney. During the session of the Court,
8 writ of habeas corpus was taken out for all the other
Africans, who, with the girls, had been brought from
New Haven to Hartford, and confined in jail in the
latter city. Notwithstanding the able arguments of
counsel, who contended that the Africans should be
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set at liberty, the Court denied the motion, and left
the question whether they were entitled to their liber-
ty, in litigation in the District Court, which was then
opened. The Judge said an investigation would be
made to ascertain where the seizure was made, &ec.;
and meantime the Court would be adjourned to the
3d Tuesday in November. The Africans were then
taken to the jail in New Haven.* )

The Spaniards, Ruis and Montez, the Spanish Min-
inter, and the United States Government, made strenu-
ous efforts to have the Africans delivered up to the
Spanish authorities. These efforts were as strenuous-
ly opposed, as has been shown, by the counsel for the
Africans.

The District Court, held in New Haven in No-
vember, found, in substance, that these Africans
were born free; were kidnapped in their native
country, and forcibly and unlawfully transported to
Cuba ; that they were placed on board of the Amis-
tad by Ruiz and Montez, under color of permits, |
Jraudulently obtained and used ; that afier achieving |
their own deliverance, they sought an asylum in the |
State of New York, by the laws of which they were
free ; and that while there, they were illegally seized
by Lieutenant Gedney and brought into the District

* Judge Judson said ‘‘the Court would, it is presumed.
allow the prisoners to be discharged on giving bail ; but as it must
be on an apprasi , their 1 would not consent to it.”
True enough, they would not consent that persons entitled to theit
liberty, should be idered mere ch
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of Connecticut. The Court decreed that the Africans
should be delivered to the Executive of the United
States, to be sent back to Africa.

The only appeal which was taken from the decree
of the Court, was the appeal of the United States, by
the District Attorney, in pursuance of a demand by
the Minister of the Queen of Spain.

Hon. John Quincy Adams had, at the solicitation of
the Committee, consented to act as senior counsel, and
the cause was finally argued by him and Mr. Baldwin,
before the Supreme Court of the United States, at the
city of Washington, February and March, 1841. The
following letter, addressed to a member of the Com-
mittee, gives the result :—

WasHINGTON, 9th March, 1841.
To Lewis Tappan, Esq., New York:
The Captives are free !
The part of the Decree of the District Court, which
laced them at the disposal of the President of
e United States, to be sent to Africa, is reversed.
They are to be discharged from the custody of
the Marshal—frce.
The rest of the decision of the Courts below, is
affirmed.

“ Not unto us—not unto us, &c.”
But Thanks—Thanks ! in the name of humanity
and of justice, to vou. J.Q. Apams.

The Africans were removed to Farmington, Con-
necticut, where they remained under instruction until
they left the country.* The Committee contemplated

¢ The number said to have been shipped at Havana was fifty-four.
Several deaths d, and the ber was finally reduced to
thirty-five.
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sending one or more agents to Africa, accompanied by
two or three of the liberated Africans, and an inter--
preter, with a view to ascertain if Mendi, the country
to which several of them belonged, could be reached,
ang whether it was a suitable location for a mission.
¢""As these Africans had been instructed in the elements
{ of knowledge, as particular care had been taken to
enlighten them on the subject of Christianity, and as
‘; they all expressed a strong desire that some of their
] religious teachers should accompany them to their
i native land, the Committee deemed it a duty to make
4 their return, after such a providential train of cir-
cumstances, the occasion of planting a mission in the
interior of Africa. And as the funds had been contri-
! buted by persons of various denominations, most of
: whom were of anti-slavery principles, it was thought
: proper to make the mission anti-slavery and anti-
| sectarian in its character. Accordingly the following
,“Iffolution was adopted :

Resolved, That it would be contrary to the feelings and

. g]rinciples of & large majority of the donors to the Amistad

, fund, and of the friends of the liberated Africans, to connect

- their return with any Missionary Society that solicits or re-

. ceives donations from slaveholders.

“~Thasmuch as the Committee, were too fully occu-
pied, either in their own pursuits, or in promoting the
anti-slavery enterprise, to establish a mission, it was
their anxious desire that some existing Society should
receive the Mendians, and expend the balance of the |
fund in conducting them to Africa, and establishing a
mission at Mendi. To this end overtures were made
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to the Prudential Committee of the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, who de-
clined the opportunity, connected as it was with the
above resolution. Under these circumstances, the
Committee felt it their duty to go forward. As the
funds were inadequate to support the Africans in this
country, defray the expenses of an exploring party to
Africa, and afterwards to return the Africans to their
homes, it was thought best to send them back with
as little delay as possible.

Accompanied by Mr. Tappan, eight or ten of the
Africans were taken to fifteen of the principal towns
in Massachusetts and Connecticut, where public meet-
ings were held, and collections made. The pro-
ficiency which had been made by these strangers,
under such unpropitious circumstances, in reading,
spelling, arithmetie, &c., greatly interested the com-
munity.

A passage having been secured for them in a vessel
bound to Sierra Leone, a farewell ‘public meeting
was held in the Broadway Tabernacle, New York,
Lord’s day evening, November 27th, 1841 ; when,
after suitable devotional exercises, the instructions of
the Committee were delivered by Rev. S. S. Jocelyn
to the missionaries under appointment, viz., Rev.
William Raymond, Mrs. Raymond, and Rev. James
Steele ; and parting counsels were given to the
Mendians, some of whom took part in the exercises.
The following is an extract from the charge of the
Committee :
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‘We assume no hostile attitude toward any other Missionary
Society, and wish all God-speed in well-doing. There iss
feature in our operations which is peculiar ; we think it
honorable to the cause of righteousness, and pleasing to the
Savior. It is this: we have assured the public, in our appli-
cations for funds for this mission, that we do not desire the
offerings of unrighteousness, and cannot receive money from
slaveholders for the conversion of the heathen. It has been
done in no spirit of unkindness, but in the hope that they
will be brought to repentance much sooner through such de-
clarations, t! when Christian societies receive their money,
and virtually say to them, ¢ You are true to Christ and his
poor.”

THE UNION MISSIONARY B8OCIETY.

The first public movement made with reference to
this Society was by Rev. James W. C. Pennington,
who notified a meeting to be held on the 5th of May,
1841, in the First Colored Congregational Chureh
edifice, Hartford, Connecticut. At this meeting 3
number of members of his church, and a few persons
attached to other communions, being present, Mr.
Pennington stated that his object in appointing the
meeting was to express to the people of his charge
his sense of thie obligations of Christians—colored
Christians—to do something in relation to carrying
the gospel to Africa. After prayer and discussion,
several resolutions were adopted, and a committee
was appointed to call a general meeting of the friends
of missions, in the month of August.

Pursuant to this call a convention was held at
Hartford, Connecticut, August 18, 1841, to consider
the subject of Missions To AFrica. Forty-three
names were enrolled, being chiefly people of color,
from the following States ; Massachusetts, Rhode |

|
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Island, Connecticut, New York, and Pensylvania—
including five of the Amistad Africans. They formed
themselves into an association, called the Uxiox Mis-
sioNARY Sociery. The sixth article of their Con-
stitution says:

This Society, in collecting its funds, selecting its fields of
labor, appointing its officers, missionaries and agents, will

endeavor particularly to discountenance :laoe?l, and espe-
lti‘l:lloy by refusing to receive the known frnits of unrequited
r.

Rev. J. W. C. Pennington was chesen President ;
Rev. A. G. Beman, Corresponding Secretary ; Rev.
Theodore S. Wright, Treasurer; Ichabod Codding,
Chairman of the Board of Managers ; and Rev. Josiah
Brewer, Chairman of the Executive Committee.

The AmisTap CoMMITTEE soon afterwards became
merged in this Society.

THE WESTERN EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY

SOCIETY.

This Society was formed by the Western Reserve
Association, in 1843. Its primary object was to prose-
cute missionary operations among the Western Indians.
Though not an auxiliary, it proposed to be in corres-
pondence with the Union Missionary Society, being
based on similar principles. The eighth article of the
Constitution says :

This Society shall not solicit, or knowingly receive the
vages of oppression, especially the price of the bodies and
mﬁa of men, for the prosecution of the work of the Lord.

This Soeiety established a mission among the

djibue (or Chipaway) Indians, in Minnesota Terri-
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tory, which they sustained till 1848, when they be-
came merged in the AMerICAN MissioNARY Asso-
OCIATION. :

This mission has four stations:

Rep Lake StatioN.—Missionaries—Rev. S. G
Wright, Robert Lafferty, E. W. Carver, O. A
Coe, Mrs. Wright, Mrs. Lafferty, Mrs. Carver, Mn.
Coe.

Cass Lage StatioN.—Missionaries—J. S. Fisher,
Francis Spees, Mrs. Spees, Mrs. Fisher, Miss Fery.

St. Joserr ‘StTATION.—Missionaries—Rev. A
Barnard, David B. Spencer, Mrs. Barnard.

Beie Pramie Station.—Dr. William Lewu,
Physician and Teacher ; Mrs. Lewis.

Rev. J. P. Bardwell, who has spent some years it
the Indian country, is the agent of this mission. He
collects funds to sustain it, and makes the purchases
and transmits them. Many, if not all of the childrer
in the boarding-school of the Red Lake Station, art
sustained by the payment of twenty-five dollars for
each, by Christian friends in the United States. The
present number of native church members is ten
The Indians are making some progress, though slow
in civilization. At Cass Lake, the Indians are muck
less favorably located. There have been some cond
versions there.- They have a small school. At
Joseph’s, the population are mostly half-bloods, or
French descent, and Roman Catholics. Six chi
dren have been taken into the mission family, a

.
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eight others regularly atiend the school, from the
village

COMMITTEE FOR THE WEST INDIA MISSIONS.

Rev. David S. Ingraham, formerly a member of
Lane Seminary, Ohio, but subsequently of the Oberlin
Collegiate Institute, was the first to enter on the
work of a self-supporting mission among the emanci-
pated people of Jamaica, which he did in the fall of
1837, near Kingston. Having been a mechanic, and
his health requiring a warmer climate, he determined
on residing at Jamaica, and supporting himself, if
possible, while he taught and preached among the
recently freed inhabitants of that island.* He was
received by those ignorant but interesting people
with much gladness. Though feeble, he was able
to preach every Lord’s day, and generally from five
to eight times a week. With the aid of his wife, and
a friend, James A. Preston, of Ohio, who went out
with him for his health, he commenced a school. In
one of his letters, Mr. Preston remarks :

The circumstances of the people are such, that many
teachers must be had. Mind has been unchained, and its
dormant enérgies are awaking—its thirst for knowledge
burning. Parentsare beginning to call their children ¢ mine,”
and they must and will have them educated. The whole

# He labored at one of the stations of the London Missionary
Bociety, and was to some extent supported by that body. Had his
life been spared, it was his purpose to connect himself with the
Mission under the American Committee. He returned to New
York, and soon after died at Belleville, N. J. He died in the tri-
umph of faith. .
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ple have been famishing for & long time. They say, «We¢
uite hungry for bread—we more than happy to have
ter come to teach we.” Never shall I forget the scenes
which I witnessed there. At one destitute place, where the
el had never been preached, when brother Ingraham
told them he would come up once in two weeks, and preach
to them, they all leaped upon their feet, criv;ing out, ¢ Lord
bless you, Massa—we more than happy to have you come—
we quite hungry—we quite hu: , Massa, for the good
word. Do come and teach we.' hus they went on for
some time. ¢ Some of us old,” they said, *“ and can no longer
go to Kingston to chapel. Do come, minister. Our children
ave no teachers—we ignorant—can’t teach them—do bring
us teachers.” An old gray-headed man said to me, ¢ Masss,
me come down to your chapel, if you teach me to read.” He
lived fifteen miles off.

Five Congregational ministers sailed from New
York, in the fall of 1839, to join this mission. Four
of them were married. They went to Jamaica, in the
expectation of receiving a plain support from the
emancipated people, among whom they should labor.
The good hand of the Lord went before them, so
that shortly they were located at as many different
stations—four of them entirely new. They soon
found that their expectations in reference to a support |
would be disappointed, and as there were no mission- |
ary bodies in the United States from which they could
obtain aid, they were sometimes reduced to distress- ‘
ing privation. ‘

Early in 1844, a small pamphlet was issued in Bos-
ton, entitled “ An Appeal to the Churches in behalf ‘
of the West India Missions.” In this pamphlet was|
published the Constitution of the * Congregational|
Association of Jamaica,” formed November 4th, 1842,
-as there was no Congregational body on the Island to
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which they could transfer their ecclesiastical relations.
The testimonials of influential ministers and laymen
were annexed, and the following persons were invited
to act as a Committee on behalf of the mission: Wm.
Jackson, J. P. Williston, Marshall S. Scudder, Prof.
William Smyth, Josiah Chapin, Lewis Tappan, Sam’l
Osgood, D.D., Rev. Amos A. Phelps, James M.
Whiton, Rev. John M. Whiton, and John T. Norton.
The Committee issued a letter sheet, called the
v Quarterly Report,” which was sent gratuitously to
all who it was supposed would feel an interest in the
mission. In this paper were published letters from the
missionaries, intelligence respecting the Island, and
statements showing the importance of sustaining the
mission. At this juncture, when the Committee were
hesitating whether to abanden their efforts, or make
an entire alteration in their plans, the American Mis-
sionary Association was organized, and a proposition
came from the Executive Committee of that Society
to take charge of the mission. To this the Committee
assented, and the transfer was accordingly made.
There are at present eight stations, viz :—
Brainarp.—Missionaries—Rev. A. M. Richard-
son,* Mrs. Richardson ;* TeacAers—A. Moffat,* Mrs.
Moffatt,* A. B. Hills, Mrs. Hills; Assistants—W., J.
Davis, L. J. Henry.
EvLior.—Missionaries—Rev. L. Thompson, Mrs,
Thompson ; Teacher—Miss Lucy Woodcock.

#These are, at present, in the United States, to reoruit their
health.
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Union (embracing Hermitage and Chesterfield).—
Missionaries—Rev. S. T. Wolcott, Mrs. Wolcott;
Teacher, (at Chesterfield) Miss Mary Dean. |

Devox PeN.—Missionaries—Rev. C. B. Venning,
Mrs. Venning. .

OBERLIN.—Missionaries—Rev. P. M. Way, M.
Way; Teacher—Charles Sims.

ProvipeNce.—Missionaries—Rev. H. B. Hall, Mrs.
Hall; Teacher—Miss Maria Hicks. ‘

Branpon.—Out station of Providence, under theo‘
charge of Mr. Hall.

GoLpEN VaLe.—Missionaries—Rev. A. D. Olds® !

Mrs. Olds;* Teacker—H. Myers; Teacher at Rock
River, Miss Margaret Stuart.
" There are, connected with these stations, eight
churches, under the charge of seven ordained mission-
aries. The schools connected with the mission are
under the care of a voluntary school association, form-
ed by the missionaries, for the double purpose of pro-
moting the cause of education, and leading the people
to take an interest in supporting them. The whole
number of scholars is 716.

The members of this mission have long felt the
importance of training native teachers to meet the
increasing demand for instruction in the Island of
Jamaica, and they have for some years been desirous
of establishing & Normal and Industrial School. As
preparatory to the accomplishment of this object,

*These are, at present, in the United States, to recruit their
health.
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and for the purpose, also, of obtaining a large quantity
of land, that could be resold to the people in such
quantities as they need, and can pay for, an estate,
called the Richmond estate, containing upwards of
1000 acres, has been contracted for. The sum to be
paid for it is $2400. The missionaries have made a
strong appeal to the friends of the colored man in this
country, to contribute that sum for such a desirable
object. With the money to be received on sale of the
land, other lands can be purchased, and resold; and
thus the plan be successfully continued for many years.

ORIGIN OF THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY
ABSOCIATION.

\

Early in 1846, a call was issued for a Convention
of friends of Bible Missions, to be held at Syracuse,
N. Y. On the 18th February, the meeting was held.
An address prepared by the Rev. A. A. Phelps, was
read, in which he spoke of the position of the Ameri-
can Board of Commissions for Foreign Missions, with
regard to slavery, idolatry, polygamy and caste; and
showed that the method of dealing with these evils
by the Board, was not conformed to reason or Scrip-
ture, or the lessons of actual experience. The
following is the concluding paragraph of this able
address :

Frienbps or CHRrisT: Our testimonﬂﬁis before you. We
bear it in sadness, but in earnest. We lift it up as our note
of warning and remonstrance. We pray you to hear and heed
us. We seek amendment and change. Believe us, we have
reached & point where these must come, or the mission
work is a reproach and wreck. In one form or another,
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willing, we must have them. And in reference thereto, in
the eloguent, and prophetic language of the author of the
Natural History of Enthusiasm, allow us to ask you, and es
pecially the directors of the missionary work—¢¢ Might (has)
not a time come when those who readily confess themselves
to sustain, as Christians, a responsibility toward the world s
large, and who are even forward in claiming their seversl
shares of this responsibility—when such, pausing & moment
in their course of zealous enterBrise, shall, with an ingenaous
dread of meeting at last the Divine reproof instead of sp-
proval, set themselves to inquire whether the Christianily
they are sending from land to land is not loaded with som
falal disparagement, such as forbids sts wide extension?”

The Executive Committee of the Union Missionary
Society communicated their views at length to the
Convention. Their letter concluded thus:

If tl(l:)&)rinciples of the Union Missionary Society are suth
that good men may safely adopt them, and cordially cooperate
in their maintenance, there may be no need of another o:m
ization. If, however, they are too contracted, or do not
of im;])rovement, the Executive Committee will oppose no
obstacle to the organization of another Society, founded on
such princi[{les a8 will enlist the confidence, aid and prayers
of all anti-slavery Christians in the world.

The Executive Committee are of opinion that either the
Union Missionary Society, or a new Society, should imme
dinte}lf, or a8 soon as may be, organize a system of Foreigt
and Home Missions, embrscin&the following points :—

1. An enlargement of the Mendi Mission, including the
establishment of schools.

2. The employment of missionaries to Hayti, and British
Guiana

3. The em| loyment of one or more missionaries among the |
Indians on this continent.

4. The employment of missionaries to labor in the slave
States.

5. Sustaining ministers and churches, who embrace anti-
slavery principles, in the slave States.

6. Affording aid to missionaries in foreign lands, and in
this country, who have support withdrawn from them, or
who voluntarily relinquish it, on account of their anti-slavery
pﬁncﬂgv and preaching.

7. Affording aid to miﬂnen in establishing new churches,




MISSIONARY ASSBOCIATIOR. 19

where they have been dismissed on account of their anti-

lhvegnpnnciples.
;di'. ploying missionaries in the free States, and in Can-

9. Establishing new missions in heathen countries, especial
ly in such places as an anti-slavery gospel is not preached.

There is already a readiness on the part of the Christian
mﬂc to patronize anti-slavery missions, and recent events

e shown Christian abolitionists the importance of sepa-
rating from pro-slavery Boards. These sentiments are des-
tined to spread more rapidly, and large donations will be
contribnteg as soon as a plan shall be devised and put in
operation calculated to enlist the feelings of Christian aboli-
tionists throughout the country, and worthy of receiving all
their donations for Home and Foreign Missions. The circum-
stances in which we are placed require, not timorous action
and contracted plans, but a comprehensive plan, embraci
the wants. of this country and the world. It should be suc!
aplan as no reasonable, intelligent Christian can object to.

ith such a plan, and corresponding benevolent action, we
shall enlist multitudes who are disgusted with the adultera-
tion processes now attempted in %:sionnry Boards, and by
many missionaries and ministers and churches. The time
bas passed when we may wait in expectation that existing
Pro-slavery Boards will see and acknowledge the correctness
of anti-slavery principles, or be willing to promote anti-
slavery missions. And the time has come when the friends
of an unadulterated gospel ought to rally, throughout the
world, to rescue Christianity from perversion, and save the
missionary cause from rain.

The anti-slavery cause cannot, we think, be carried to a
successful issue unless the Christians of this land can be
enlisted in the enterprise. Let us so conduct as to commend
ourselves, and the cause we love, to the hearts and con-
sciences of our brethren in the Church, and to ensure the
approbation of Christ, our leader.

e invoke, dear brethren, the presence and blessing of the
Great Head of the Charch on your meeting and_ delibera-
tions: we ask your counsel as to our own views and actions ;
and we beg you to be assured of our hearty codperation in
every thing that is wise, and for the promotion of the mis-
sionary cauge, the cause of the poor slave, and the honor of
the Savior.

On behalf of the Executive Committee,

Lewis TaPPaN, Cor. Sec.
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Various resolutions were submitted to the Conven.
tion, which, with the address referred to, were freely
and fully discussed. They were unanimously adopted,
and ordered to be extensively circulated.

The following persons were appointed a Committee
on the subject of calling a general Missionary Con-
vention : Gerrit Smith, William Goodell, A. A. Phelps,
Lewis Tappan, and Marshall S. Scudder.

Agreeably to the call of this Committee, a Conven-
tion was held at Albany, on the 2d and 3d of Septem-
ber following. Brethren attended from six or more
States. Rev. J. H. Payne, of Illinois, presided. Rev.

—=J¥.-W. C. Pennington and John H. Byrd officiated as
Secretaries. Two days and one evening were accu-
pied in a free and harmonious discussion of the great
principles of the missionary enterprise ; the prin-
ciples and conduct of popular Missionary Boards;
receiving statements of the history and present con-
dition of the anti-slavery missions at home and abroad;
listening to interesting addresses ; in forming a cen-
stitution of a new association, electing officers, and
in preparing an address to the Christian public.*
The following extracts will show the general scope
of the Address: && |

1. The time has come, when those who would sustain mis-
sions for the propagation of & pure and free Christianity,
should institute arrangements for gathering and sustaining ‘
churches in heathen lands, from which the sins of caste,
&)lygtmy, slaveholding, and the like, shall be excluded, by

e terms of admission, or by disciplinary process. ‘

#The Address. from the pen of William Goodell, can be had at
the office of the American Missionary Association.

|
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2. The“disoiples of Christ are, at all times, under solemn
obligations to employ such methods and instrumentalities,
and such only, in the propagation of Christianity, as accord
with its genius and dootrines, with the teachings of Christ
and his Apostles, and the examples of the first Christians.

3. The present crisis in the cause of missions affords &
favorable opportunity for the review of existing usages and
methods of missionary effort; of comparing them with the
New Testament stant , and g whatever may be
found wrong or defective.

Christianity wages an uncompromising warfare against all
forms of sin, public as well as private; social, political, and
organic, as well as individual; sins sustained, authorized,
enac and even required and enjoined by civil rulers, as
well as gins forbidden and punished by them ; and ministers
of the gospel, C i and Christian churches, should
themselves abstain from, and reprove in others, the one class
of these sins as fullﬁ as the other ; making no distinction be-
tween them in thelr teachings, their examples, their terms
of church membership, or their administration of church

ipline.
Christianity is to be })ropmwd by a full and clear exhibi
tion of the truth, faithfully proclaimed and applied, as ‘the
sword of the Spirit,” by the living preacher, proclaiming
and & pl{lng the truth as the ambassador of Christ; by the
distribution of the Scriptures, and kindred entalities ;
by Christian churches, scripturally constituted, administered,
and disciplined, to show, in their several members, by ez~
ample, what Christianity is, in all the relations and conduct
of gfe, and also for the mutual and better edification of the
members themselves, till they  all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per-
gct man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of
hﬁn ”

“ A church composed only of hopeful converts, indepen-
dent, and, as far as man governs it, self-governed, is our
view of New Testament polity, and our scheme of modern
missions.” L

“To attempt to reform, by fraternization, the corrupt
national churches of the East, is, we believe, a fruitless
effort,” inconsistent with the pm;i:{ of the missionary enter-
prise, and the integrity of the missionaries themselves. The
mme is true in regard to corrupt and apostate churches every
vhere. We therefore account it a perversion of Christian
nstitutions, to receive into the churches, without “ fruits meet
or repentance,” the proud Brahmin, remaining proud, and
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refusing to embrace fraternally the man of low taste; the
oppressive ruler, still remaining opPressiye,‘ and not dispens
ing justice to the subject; the polygamist refusing to cor-
form his life to the law of Christian chastity, and the slave
master refusing to desist from his ¢ violation of the naturad
rights of man,” by *breaking the bonds of the slave.” And
the practice of receiving such flagrant, habitual, and deter-
mined transgressors into the churches, under the idea thst
they are converted, while refusing to abandon their cherished
mdy darling sins, and with the vain hope that the privileges
of church membership and the special ordinances of the gos-
pel—baptism and the Lord’s supper—will work out ‘‘the
great moral transformation” afterwards, we hold to bes
glaring departure from the principles and the usages of
evangelical Christians, tending to foster the grossest deln
sion, and involving some of the worst elements of the super
stitions and corruptions of Romanism itself.

All mission operations, every where, like all Christis
activities and efforts, should assume it as a first rinc?le,w
which all Christian arrangements should be adjusted, that
the State, or civil power, may not dictate the religion of i
subjects, nor mould the form or manner of religious instruc-
tion, worship, or polity.

Churches gathered in heathen lands, like all other churches,
should do their own work, discharge their own duties, bex
their own responsibilities, and therefore, so far and so soon
as God confers the ability upon them, they should sustair
Christian preaching among themselves, without remaining
defendent for it upon Christians in foreign lands.

t is a false view that missionaries to the heathen art

bound to make greawr fecnnim'y sacrifices, and endure greater

rivations in the work of converting the world, than their
rethern at home, who send and sustain them.

We maintain, in opposition to usages which now so ex-
tensively prevail, that Christianity is best propagated abroad.
:)gaa strict adherence t